


"Criminal Psychology is the application of psychological knowledge to the criminal justice system." 

Its Purpose
The purpose of criminal psychology.. would have to be the need to understand human behaviour, and more specifically, criminal human behaviour. The critical matter would be to understand why people do things beyond "societal standards/norms" therefore behaving "deviantly." Why would people cross the lines of conformity and "go against the rules"? 

Then you ask, "why is it that important to understand?" Most likely, this question would be answered with the idea that criminal behaviour is dangerous or hazardous or unhealthy to society, therefore, criminal/forensic psychologists are responsible for finding out "how and why" criminal behaviour comes about so that as a society we can find a way to deter or rid of it, to protect society from danger. 

Sub Classification
Basically Forensic Psychology is any and all applications of psychological knowledge to the understanding of crime and criminal justice. The definition however can be broken down into sub-fields : 

· Abnormal Psychology - this discipline lends a number of key applications to forensics. Abnormal psychopathology (i.e., antisocial personality disorder, schizophrenia, substance abuse disorders) can be of interest in both a pre-arrest and correctional capacity. Behavioural analysis and the identification of key psychopathological characteristics are key to criminal profiling (an area of forensics that has recently been popular in the media). By examining crime scene and correlating certain patterns with a criminals behavioural characteristics one can determine what to expect the criminals future actions to be. 

· Personality Psychology & Developmental Psychology - personality psychology deals with the criminal personality & is not unlike abnormal psychology in this case. Developmental Psychology would be concerned with how the criminal mind develops from youth into adulthood. Both of these are of use to criminal profiling and correctional psychology (assessment and treatment of incarcerated offenders with mental defects). 

· Social Psychology - social psychology offers a number of insights into forensics. One area is the analysis of the court system. Social Psychology theory examines the effects of defendant, juror, and case characteristics on verdicts. It also provides key insights into the theoretical aspects of aggression, deviance, etc.. 

A Major Application : Criminal Profiling
What is profiling? 

Criminal Profiling is the process by which a practitioner analyses information from a crime scene in order to create a physical and psychological profile of the perpetrator. All information from the crime scene is a reflection of the criminals behaviour. And this behaviour can create a surprisingly accurate picture of the offender. 

Roles

Forensic Psychologists can play a number of key roles in a criminal investigation. Immediately following a crime a forensic psychologist may be asked to act as a criminal profiler. It has over the years become the love child of numerous television programs, movies, and crime novels. Criminal profiling involves the psychologist using his understanding of human behaviour, motivation, and pathology so that he/she can create a psychological profile of the offender. The profiles can be surprisingly accurate. From observations of the crime scene one can infer the behavioural characteristics of the individual who created it. To a profiler everyone is a slave to their psychological makeup. In turn, profilers use their knowledge of whom the typical offender is that bears these characteristics and then predicts  how the investigators can expect the offender to behave in the future. 

Some Interesting examples



The Profile of a Violent Serial Offender

· Usually some kind of neglect or abuse in childhood, although not necessarily physical abuse 

· Quite a few have been adopted 

· Not usually psychotic, although not necessarily normal. Very psychotic people are the ones who make mistakes and get caught after their first crime. 

· Craves power and domination. 

· Many have always been quiet and shy and have never achieved much - which is why they crave power and domination. 

· Often have, or had, ambitions to be a police officer, as this, in their mind, is an occupation of power and control, which is what they want. (Like Modell, in "Pusher", who applied to join the FBI) Many killers drive a car that is rather like whatever the local police drive (this is often put into profiles of killers). Sometimes they even drive a second-hand police car itself. 

· Vivid fantasy life. For example, one killer fantasised about getting rid of his abusive mother, so started acting out elements of this fantasy, starting with a doll, then animals, then humans, and finally his mother, whereupon the urge to kill was gone. 

· Transfers anger onto a different target. Displacement. This happens time and time again, as in the mother scenario above. Often they don't have the nerve to kill the person they're really angry with, so they kill others, maybe taking a trophy (like jewellery) from that person and giving it to the person they're angry with in order to show their control and power over that person. He can think "See? Look at that necklace? I could have killed her if I'd wanted to." 

· Don't kill on impulse. Think long and hard about what they're doing. It's the most important thing in their lives and they want to get it right. 

· Sometimes they want to be caught as it will make them famous and give them lots of attention. What's the point in killing lots of people really cleverly if no-one knows about it? 

Conclusion 

A serial killer very often appears 'normal'. He is very often the last person his neighbours or friends would think is a serial killer. Even those who are "different" than most people (like don't associate much with others) are capable of appearing normal enough to not be considered a serial killer at first. 
Apart from these, much depends on the individual nature of the crime

It is necessary to move fast when faced with a serial killer. For the first few murders he's still refining his modus operandi. If you don't catch him then, it gets much harder. 

Profilers divide murderers into two types, although some have aspects of both types in their personalities: 




Organized killers

This type of killer is often known as the psychopath.

· High intelligence; socially  competent; outgoing and articulate 

· Likes to follow news of his crime, enjoying the feeling of superiority. Sometimes goes to where the police have coffee and listen to them talk. A few have been caught by agents putting a report into a newspaper saying "one year on, and such and such a crime is still unsolved." Reminded by this, the killer would go to the victim's grave and stand there going "I killed you, and they haven't found me, ha ha!" and was duly captured by agents staking the graveyard out. 

· Will sometimes kill again simply to keep his case in the news, and to keep people talking about him. Likes attention. 

· Often torture victims before death. Enjoys feeling of power this gives. 

· Plans crime, and targets a stranger. Likes to maintain control over everything - tortures victim, removes body from scene of death and disposes of it 

· May take souvenirs of the crime, including body parts.

Disorganized killers:

These killers are often schizophrenic

· Average intelligence; socially immature

· Lives alone 

· Poor work history 

· Doesn't follow crime in the news 

· Murder is spontaneous and usually of someone he knows, or in a place he knows. The killer is normally someone who lives close to the murders scene, or who knows the victim. 

· Crime scene is sloppy - body left where it fell, and weapon left too. 

· Violence is sudden - no torture before death, or restraints. 




The Profile of a Bomber

· Wants attention. It's an attention seeking way of doing a crime. Therefore he is likely to want to follow the press coverage of the bomb, so can perhaps be manipulated if you use the press yourself. 

· Intelligent. If you're an arsonist you just need to know how to use a match. To use a bomb you have to be brighter and know how to make one. 

· Somewhat courageous - the bomb could blow up in your face. 

· Not very sociable 

· Probably liked tinkering with devices when young. Maybe tried some practice bombs in the backyard. 

· Not insane. Hand-making bombs requires logical focus and hours of work 

· Like any killer, wants power and domination.

A nice snippet of information that I couldn't fit anywhere else:

A right-handed person, when asked a question, will usually look to the left if they are genuinely struggling to come up with the answer. If they look to the right, they may be lying. 

And vice versa....



Some Common Questions Answered
Is society responsible for the behaviour of criminals? 

It's a bit of both society and how the individual stands in society. Society deprives people of many things -- that's why crime is more prevalent in the ghettos and inner cities. Some people see breaking the law as their only way out, some people must do it to survive. Some people also want attention and victimise themselves thus giving them justifications for hurting others. It's a bit of both. 


What motivates someone to commit a crime? 

The one term would have to be "satisfaction." Everyone does something for a reason. A crime is committed for a reason - to reach a goal of "something." What does this person want? This answer is flexible. Obviously someone commits a crime for a reason - to reach a goal, to receive that satisfaction. Someone may steal bread to satisfy his hunger. Someone may beat his kids for the satisfaction of releasing anger and gaining power. Someone may kill somebody else due to his need to show aggression. It's different for all cases. 


Where does that motivation come from? 

Deprivation. A reason for the individual to believe that he needs something (or needs to do something). A reason for the individual to believe he deserves something. Many many different reasons. 


Do different crimes have different types of motivations? 
Absolutely. Just like any other action someone might commit - they can be for one reason, or they can be for several. And if someone else was committing the same act, it does not necessarily mean it's for the same reason (s). 


 How closely, if even related, are drugs to criminal behaviour? 

Well, being that drugs can alter a person's state of mind..I guess that is a relation. However, if a person kills someone in a drunken rage..it's not the alcohol that made him violent. The person is a violent person, or atleast capable of what he committed without the alcohol. Alcohol does not make a person violent, and it certainly does not make a person kill (besides drunk driving). It may effect the person's perception of things and it definitely has an effect on a person's motor skills (i.e., drunk driving), but the drug does not make someone "commit" a crime. It can be used as a "handicap" and make the punishment more lenient since he was under the drug during the crime, but the violence comes from the person within. 




Psychology of Criminals

Narcissism
Excessive Self-Love Could Be Related To Recent School Shootings, Researchers Say
Recently, psychologists have debated whether high or low self-esteem underlies violent behavior. New research suggests that the most dangerous people are "those who have a strong desire to regard themselves as superior beings." 

Narcissists, while they care passionately about being superior to others, they are not convinced that they have achieved this superiority. 

The psychologists found that the most aggressive respondents in both studies were narcissists who were attacking someone who had given them a bad evaluation. 

Narcissists were exceptionally aggressive toward anyone who attacked or offended them, yet when they received praise, their level of aggression was not out of the ordinary. 

`Fear image processing' defective in psychopaths 

Practical Test :

You're climbing into bed when you see a huge spider on the covers. 

You're taking a shower alone when you hear someone breaking into your house. 

You're in the dentist's office, waiting for a root canal. 

Just reading those sentences causes your heart rate, skin conductance levels, and facial expression to change subtly. But a recent study found that psychopathic criminals-those who act impulsively without regard for consequences, and without empathy for their victims-react very differently. 

In a research  54 prisoners were assigned to low- and high-psychopathology groups based on a psychopathology checklist. They then recorded their skin, cardiac and facial responses to "fear imagery" sentences, like those above, and to neutral sentences. 

The psychopaths, the researchers found, showed much smaller heart-rate and skin-conductance changes in response to the fear-provoking sentences than non-psychopathic subjects-indicating that the normal processes in which words prompt emotions is defective in psychopathic criminals. Facial responses also were smaller in the psychopathic group, although the difference was not significant. 

The psychopath's inability to respond in a normal manner to fearful imagery "helps to account for the reckless, impulsive lifestyles of psychopaths," and also "helps to explain why verbally oriented approaches to treatment, which rely on language-affect connections, are so notoriously ineffective with this population." 

The researchers concluded that their findings "implicate under-arousal in all three response systems (electrodermal, cardiovascular, and cortical) in the development of criminality." 

Intelligence scores and behavior 
Low IQ is a known risk factor for crime and delinquency .But a new study suggests that even when IQs are in the normal range, lower IQ scores are linked to stealing, lying, and other symptoms of conduct disorder. 

A research studied 339 children between the ages of 5 and 16. All of the children were seen at a psychiatric clinic. 

Tests revealed,  that lower IQ in his sample of "normal-IQ" subjects was linked to conduct disorder, a link which was stronger in teens than in younger children. "Other dimensional measures of psychopathology--covering emotional symptoms, developmental immaturity and relationship difficulties--were not significantly correlated with IQ," he says. 




Mental disorders and crime: the connection is real 
In a landmark issue, the Archives of General Psychiatry recently focused largely on one controversial topic: are mental illness and crime strongly linked? The inescapable conclusion, according to Associate Editor Peter Marzuk, is "yes." 

In his introduction to the issue, Marzuk notes that new studies of violence among the mentally ill are well designed and quite convincing. Although stressing that "most persons with mental illness are not criminals, are of those who are, most are not violent," Marzuk says, "In the last decade, the evidence showing a link between violence, crime, and mental illness has mounted. It cannot be dismissed; it should not be ignored." 

Cognitive problems a risk factor for drug, alcohol abuse 

A new report reveals that girls who abuse drugs and alcohol may have subtle deficits in intelligence and language skills. 

A survey  tested 106 girls with a diagnosis of psychoactive substance abuse disorder, and 74 girls without a history of significant drug abuse. 

The researchers found that the substance-abusing girls were "impaired on cognitive tests measuring verbal intelligence, attention, perceptual efficiency, language competence and educational achievement." The severity of cognitive problems was not correlated with severity of abuse, suggesting that the cognitive deficits partially or wholly predated the drug abuse. 

Is depression a risk factor for crime? 
A new study hints that some forms of affective disorder may be risk factors for criminal behavior. The research studied 261 male patients who had been hospitalized at least once at a psychiatric facility. All were diagnosed with major, minor, or intermittent depressive disorder. 

The researchers report that "the patients with affective disorders were more frequently criminally registered than carefully matched non- patients," and that “ they more often committed crimes of all types." Forty-two percent of patients with affective disorders had criminal records

Learning, attention problems afflict most criminals 

Learning disabilities, attention deficits, and poor language skills are strong risk factors for delinquency and criminality. While researchers have known for many years that prematurity is a risk factor for all of these impairments, a new study suggests that the deleterious effects of prematurity have been grossly underestimated.

Link Between Diet and Behavior: Related Research
Evidence suggests that poor diet plays a strong role in brain dysfunction and thus in criminality 

'Thrill-seeking' gene identified 

Thrill-seekers as a group are more crime-prone than their risk-avoiding peers . Two new research studies indicate that people who seek out excitement -- whether legal or illegal -- are influenced, at least in part, by their genetic makeup. 





 Causes behind being a criminal

Malevolent ( wishing harm to others ) Stages. 




The stages of developmental violence of a usually non-violent individual: 

1) Quiescence: The person feels in harmony with other people prior to a painful intrusion in his life. 

2) Intrusion: An outrage is done to him or to someone important to him. 

3) Injustice: He experiences the act/event as unfair/unjust. 

5) Shame: He feels considerable shame and humiliation for having been a victim, or a helpless observer. 

6) Inarticulateness: He is unable to express his feelings of hurt and unfairness/injustice. 

7) Self-contempt: He feels self-contempt for how he dealt with the outrage. 

8) Panic: His feelings of self-contempt are intolerable; he undergoes strong autonomous nervous system reactions of panic, fear, confusion, and intense anger. 

9) Contemptuousness: Feelings of rage are directed at those who are held responsible for the outrage and/or those who did nothing to stop it. 

11) Dehumanization: Justifying his contempt makes it possible to dehumanize temporarily those he holds responsible or unhelpful. 

12) Numbing: Dehumanizing the victim (s) allows him to become indifferent about his actions toward the victim (s); the transformation of consciousness he incurs is similar to that which a butcher might assume in cutting up the carcass of an animal. 

13) Attack: Violence is directed at the victim (s). 

14) Agitation: Following the attack, the perpetrator feels shame, regret, and remorse. 


The stages of developmental violence of a usually violent individual: 

1) Shame: Chronic feelings of shame and humiliation have been turned into self-contempt. 

2) Inarticulateness: The person who will commit the violent act has difficulty expressing his shameful hurt verbally. 

3) Agitation: The self-contempt has been turned into intense contemptuousness, and he is restless and excitable. 

4) Excitement: He feels energized as he searches for opportunities to express his contempt. 

5) Frenzy: He experiences a heightened excitement in finding a vulnerable victim. This is often a person who reminds him of his own shame and hurt. 

6)  Attack: He violates his victim with minimal deliberation. 




Psychiatric Effects of Media Violence
Over the last three decades, the one overriding finding in research on the mass media is that exposure to media portrayals of violence increases aggressive behavior in children. In magnitude, exposure to television violence is as strongly correlated with aggressive behavior as any other behavioral variable that has been measured." In addition to increased aggression, countless studies have demonstrated that exposure to depictions of violence causes desensitization and creates a climate of fear. 

An oft quoted statistic still bears repeating: the typical American child watches 28 hours of television a week, and by the age of 18 will have seen 16,000 simulated murders and 200,000 acts of violence. 

A Distortion of Reality

Individuals with greater exposure to media violence see the world as a dark and sinister place. Television programs present a narrow view of the world, and the world they present is violent. Thus, people who watch a lot of television are more likely than those who watch less to see the world as being violent and overestimate their chance of being involved in violence. 

The critical period for lasting harm from exposure to depictions of violence is pre-adolescent childhood. Children as young as 14 months model behaviors. Viewers of violent programming can come to perceive the world as more violent than it really is, and a callous attitude toward violence can emerge. Fifty percent of murder victims are between 15 and 34 years old, and 55% of those arrested for murder are under 25 years old. One third of all the violent crimes in the U.S. are committed by individuals under 21 years old. Violence and the threat of violence simply come to feel like part of the natural background of everyday life. 




The Cycle of Violence 

According to criminal records examined 15 to 20 years later, the abused and neglected children had a slightly higher rate of juvenile arrests (26 percent vs. 17 percent), adult arrests (29 percent vs.21 percent), and arrests for violent crimes (11 percent vs. 8 percent). Among whites, being abused or neglected did not increase the risk of arrest for violent crimes at all. Physical abuse raised the rate of later violent crime more than neglect (16 percent vs. 12 percent). The differences were proportionately the same for women as for men, although men committed many more crimes. The author admits that the effect of abuse and neglect might be greater than it seems in this study, since there were probably some unreported cases in the control group. 




Why it is hard to deal with values 

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT= "

PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT= "
 PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT= "
Most of us have little help in developing a philosophy of life. Values tend to be picked out in a haphazard, piece-meal fashion from friends, parents, the media, teachers, popular heroes, and clergy in that order ; therefore, values are frequently contradictory and not logically connected with how we actually behave. For example, we accept the Golden Rule (do unto others as you would have them do unto you) but at the same time we struggle for money and "the good life" for ourselves without much consideration of the needs of others. We say we value honesty but cheat on our exams (up to 67%), on our income taxes (38%), and deceive our best friend (33%). We claim to value being understanding and forgiving but sometimes become nasty and revengeful. We supposedly value hard work but procrastinate. We seek a devoted partner but are unfaithful (45%), etc., etc. There are many moral decisions made by each of us every day and always new moral dilemmas to resolve, mostly on our own without help. 


How the public sees crime : The psychology of the victim



The Questions Asked
A person steals a bicycle parked on the street. In comparison with his

offence how much more serious are the following:

1. A person breaks into a home and steals $1000 worth of household goods.

2. A doctor cheats on claims he makes to a Commonwealth health insurance plan for patient services for an amount of $5000.

3. A parent beats his child with his fist. The child is hurt and spends a

few days in hospital.

4. A person smuggles heroin into the country for resale.

5. A factory knowingly gets rid of its poisonous waste in a way that pollutes the city water supply. As a result one person dies.

6. A person cheats on their Commonwealth income tax return and avoids paying $5000 in taxes.

7. A person steals $5 worth of goods from a shop.

8. A man beats his wife with his fists. As a result she spends a few days in hospital.

9. A person stabs a victim to death.

10. A person illegally receives social security cheques worth $1000

11. A person armed with a gun robs a bank of $5000 during business hours. No one is physically hurt.

12 . A worker had his leg caught in an unguarded piece of machinery because the employer knowingly failed to provide safety measures. As a result the worker lost his leg.

Results
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Of 13 offences presented to the public the stabbing to death of a victim wasconsidered the most serious. When asked to compare the seriousness of this offence with a theft of a bicycle (the standard offence with which all crimes were compared), Australians consider this crime to be about 27 times more serious. The second most serious offence was the smuggling of heroin into the country, judged 23 times more serious then stealing a bicycle. The offence considered least serious was shoplifting goods worth $5, closely followed by burglary where a person breaks into a home and steals $1000 worth of household goods. These two crimes were rated respectively, as roughly equivalent to the stealing of a bicycle, and three times more serious than the bicycle theft. 

In the main, male and female respondents did not differ greatly in their responses. It was, however, noticeable that females were slightly more concerned than males about domestic violence offences, industrial negligence and social security fraud. Age of respondent also showed significance, with the under 20 years age group viewing most crimes much less seriously, and, surprisingly perhaps, the over 60s tending to be less concerned overall than the middle age groups.




 PRIVATE "TYPE=PICT;ALT= "Role of  Technology In Crime
A criminal can sit in one country and disrupt a computer system in another country thousands of kilometres away. Computers may serve as instruments of theft as well as vandalism. One website in Canada purported to offer free adult entertainment, available by downloading a special “viewer”. The act of downloading the software, unbeknown to the user, disconnected the user’s modem from their local service provider and re-routed the connection through a provider in Moldova. The connection continued even after the user had left the site, and remained on until the computer was turned off.

Only later did their telephone bills indicate that they had incurred international calling charges in excess of A$2 per The ease with which inter-national financial transactions may be accomplished today facilitates the laundering of money. Similarly, income obtained from legitimate sources may be concealed from taxation authorities. Any place may be the source, the destination, or a transit point for “dirty money”. In addition to those offences committed by an offender in one nation against a victim or victims abroad, criminals themselves may cross national borders to commit criminal acts. This is by no means novel; but economic and political impediments to trade and travel are fewer than ever, and mobility creates criminal opportunities. More-over, the dramatic increase in the number of legitimate transact-ions make those criminal transactions occurring in their midst that much more difficult to detect. A variety of illegal activities may take place on the way into or out of Australia. Smuggling of drugs, weapons and other contra-band, and illegal immigration, are perhaps the most familiar manifestations: “international criminal networks are becoming increasingly sophisticated, with greater access to the latest technologies for both the concealment and smuggling of drugs as well as the proceeds of their crimes”. Other criminal activities include traffic in endangered species ,stolen art, antiques and protected cultural artefacts, and a variety of offences relating to environmental pollution. In addition, the illicit over-seas production of credit cards and negotiable instruments such as bearer bonds, and their presentation, can challenge the internal controls of financial institutions. Australia has also been used as a staging ground for criminal activities abroad. Perhaps the most dramatic recent example involved the Aum Sect, which purchased a sheep station in Western Australia and used it to test gases for use in their attack on the Tokyo subway system in.
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