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Analogy is a general purpose mechanism that allows us to generalize from past knowledge about novel things. In the structure mapping model, analogy is a structured comparison between a BASE and a (possibly lesser known) TARGET, and  candidate inferences are the part of knowledge that are carried over from the base to the target. This is powerful as large hunks of relational knowledge unknown about the target domain can be surmised as a result of the analogy. There is another kind of inference that happens in analogy-making by humans that is not a part  of the current model of analogy. For example, 

· Approximately how much will I spend at this years conference trip to AAAI
? 

· What is the engine power (brake horse power) of the Honda Civic? Ford Explorer?

· How much will I spend on the new years eve?

· Get more examples!!!

One of the ways to answer these questions is using a similar example to get a rough estimate. If there is a conference trip in my memory which is similar enough to the current one, we might say that as a rough estimate, we will spend the same amount of money. If we know about other cars that are similar to Honda Civic or Ford Explorer for which we know the value of power, then we can use those values to give us a rough estimate. These are inferences of the value of a quantity from a similar case. This is a powerful method to get a rough estimate of an unknown quantity. 

Doing this kind of inference poses the following issues -- 

· Under what circumstance one can sanction such an inference? 

· Quantity values should be taken into account in both retrieval and matching, which is not done currently. 

Issue 2 will lead into a discussion of structural limit points and distributional partitions. Issue 1 will lead into a discussion of structural centrality of quantities, case construction, etc. And then we give more examples and a discussion of the current implementation.  

�Assuming the paper gets accepted. 





